344                    "THE LAND OF CHARITY."

Many of the people have "become acquainted with, the
character and claims of Christianity, and readily acknowledge
_its surpassing excellence, and the blessings it confers on man-
kind. The conviction that Christianity is true, and that it
shall and must prevail, appears to ~be gaining grotiml amongst
nearly all classes. As our divine religion becomes more
widely known, it is, though not practically received by all,
yet regarded with increasing respect, as exhibiting a high
standard of morality, setting forth in the best possible
manner the duties of man to man, and authoritatively incul-
cating doctrines, some of which are regarded as incontestably
true and supremely important.

Numerous instances might be adduced in which religious
impressions are made on the minds of high caste and edu-
cated Hindus. But the good seed is choked by worldly
cares or riches, or by fear of the sharp trials, persecutions,
and worldly losses to which persons of respectable position
would inevitably be exposed by openly embracing Christi-
anity. " It is all true," they admit, " there is but one God,
the idols are but works of men; but what can a single person
do, while all his relatives and friends are still addicted to
heathenism 1" Still, a few are known to be, in secret,
prayerful readers of the word of life, and avowed believers
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Several conduct family prayers
in their own houses, when they read a chapter out of the
Bible, and pray to the Christians7 God. Some invite the
mission agents to visit their houses and pray with them;
while others, not quite so bold, will visit the catechist at
his own house, and there unite with him. in prayer. Some
have even ventured to compose verses on the folly of
idolatry and in praise of Jesus, a translation of a few of
which, written last year, is given by Eev. C. Yesudian.

The following was composed by a learned Siidra in the
neighbourhood of Tittuvilei, who kindly permitted Mr* Ye*